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them for such intellectual exercises. They remain during
the best part of the day sitting in a cross-legged position,
or reclining, or sleeping, or at least attempting to do so.
They occasionally resume the vertical position to get rid of
ennui, one of their deadliest enemies, and by repeated
stretchings of arms and legs, and successive yawnings, try
to free themselves from that domestic foe. The teaching
of their scholars occupies a few of them for a short time
in the morning and in the evening. They are often relieved
from their mortal ennui by visitors as idle as themselves,
who resort to their dwellings to kill time in their company.

To keep up respectability before the public, the Rahans
assume an air of dignity and reserve. They avoid all that
could lead them into dissipation. Exterior continence is
generally observed, and though there are occasional tres-
passes, it would be unfair to lay on them generally the
charge of incontinence. Their life so far may be considered
as exemplary. Though partly divested of that open-heart-
edness which is a peculiar characteristic of their country-
men, they are tolerably kind and affable with strangers.
They, however, cannot relinquish in their conversation with
them a certain air of superiority, inspired by the admiration
of self and the high opinion they entertain of their exalted
profession and sacred character. They are unwilling to
see them sitting unceremoniously close to themselves ; and
when this cannot be avoided, they seek for an opportunity
of removing to another place a little more elevated than
that occupied by the visitor, as it would be highly unbe-
coming that laymen should ever presum e to sit on a level
with a recluse. Such a step would imply a sort of equality
between them both, which is never to be dreamt of. Their
smooth and quiet countenance, their meek deportment,
are, as it were, slightly fretted with a certain roughness
and rudeness peculiar to individuals leading a retired life,
and estranging themselves, to a certain extent, from the
place of society.
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